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Lecture 10. Abstract. Types of abstract

• Types of abstracts

• Discussion of examples



Structure of a research article
Abstract

Introduction

Literature review / Theoretical 
background

Methodology

Results / research findings

Discussion

Conclusion

Acknowledgements

References

 IMRAD

 Abstract

 Introduction

 Materials and methods

 Results and

 Discussion / Conclusion

 Acknowledgements

 References

Examples →→→



Doing 
research Writing about 

research
1. Scope
2. Topic
3. Literature review (draft)
4. Research gap 
5. Research plan (draft for 

future Methodology)
6. Research processes
7. Collecting data/information 

/ Getting results
8. Analysis / interpretation / 

systemizing 
9. Preparation for writing

Drafts and data

1. Tables and figures
2. Results
3. Methods
4. Discussion
5. Introduction / Literature review
6. Conclusion
7. Abstract
8. Other parts: title, keywords, 

references, acknowledgments, 
information about authors, 
contributions, etc.

Article



Abstract
Ab = out, trahere = pull

Abstract = pull out

It gives the overview of your story

Gives highlights from each section of the paper

Limited length (150-300 words)

Stands on its own

Most often, the only part people read



Writing the Abstract (Jalongo & Saracho, 2016)
The abstract is the last step in writing the manuscript.

It summarizes the complete study in one paragraph. Although the length of the abstract usually ranges 
between 200 and 300 words, its content should briefly include the following elements:

• A well-defined statement of the purpose of the study, research questions, and  significance of the 
study.

• A description of the sample and sampling techniques that were used.

• Data collection methods including what data were collected, from where, from whom, and by whom

• Data analysis strategies including analytic techniques, definitions of concepts, categories, and themes

• Findings based on the research questions and interpretations.

Abstracts are well organized and well written to provide complete information about the study.



Writing an 
abstract before/duri

ng the drafting a 
final paper

Writing an 
abstract after

finishing a paper



Two general types of an abstract

Structured Free form



Structured 
abstract – with 
sub-headings 



Free-form – depends on journal 
requirements, but usually follows the 
following rules



Sample requirements for the abstract
Abstract
The abstract must fully reflect the paper’s content. 

It is advisable to use Passive Voice or sentences such as “The paper deals with…” or 
“The study analyzes…” This should be done according to the following algorithm: first 
two or three sentences indicate the relevance of the topic; the aim and object of the 
study; the methodology (methods) of the study (for theoretical studies – its theoretical 
basis) are described; the results obtained are characterized, conclusions are drawn 
from them and the practical value (if any) is indicated. The main body of the abstract 
should demonstrate the result. (1), (2)
Every statement must follow logically from the previous one. In the abstract for a 
research paper, it is recommended to use the numerical results. The abstract of the 
review article should indicate the issues under study, and as a result, present the 
author's summary of the analysis.
The text should be concise and original. It is not appropriate to use the sentences in 
the Abstract from the text of the paper. At the same time, the material which is absent 
in the paper cannot be presented in the Abstract. It is advisable not to refer to any 
sources in the abstract, tables and figures cannot be also used.
The number of words must be in average 150-250. Non-standard or unusual 
abbreviations should be avoided, but if important, they should be identified when first 
mentioned in the abstract.



Sample requirements for the abstract
Abstract 

A concise and factual abstract is required. 

The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the research, the principal results and major 
conclusions. 

An abstract is often presented separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For 
this reason, References should be avoided, but if essential, then cite the author(s) and year(s). 
Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential they must be 
defined at their first mention in the abstract itself. 

Graphical abstract

Although a graphical abstract is optional, its use is encouraged as it draws more attention to the 
online article. The graphical abstract should summarize the contents of the article in a concise, 
pictorial form designed to capture the attention of a wide readership. Graphical abstracts should 
be submitted as a separate file in the online submission system. Image size: Please provide an 
image with a minimum of 531 × 1328 pixels (h × w) or proportionally more. The image should be 
readable at a size of 5 × 13 cm using a regular screen resolution of 96 dpi. Preferred file types: 
TIFF, EPS, PDF or MS Office files. You can view Example Graphical Abstracts on our information 
site. Authors can make use of Elsevier's Illustration Services to ensure the best presentation of 
their images and in accordance with all technical requirements.



Sample requirements for the abstract
Abstract
Enter an abstract of up to 150 words for all articles. An abstract is a concise summary of the 
whole paper, not just the conclusions, and is understandable without reference to the rest of the 
paper. It should contain no citation to other published work

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/14679299/homepage/forauthors.html

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/14679299/homepage/forauthors.html
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